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Sun editorial policy

The opinions expressed in editorials labeled as “Our View” represent those of The Jackson
Sun’s editorial board. Viewpoints expressed in other columns or letters represent the opinions
of the writers only. Letters to the editor are encouraged. Letters should, in most cases, be fewer
than 300 words and address a public issue. All letters must be acknowledged by the writer and
are subject to editing for clarity and space. Please include name and daytime phone number
for verification. Letters not intended for publication should be clearly labeled.

Hearts and Darts

Each Saturday, The Jackson Sun recognizes unsung heroes in our community with “hearts,” and
we point out the rascals and devilish situations with “darts.” If you have a heart or dart, send it
to Hearts and Darts, The Jackson Sun, Editorial Department, P.O. Box 1059, Jackson, TN 38302.
They can be faxed to (731) 425-9639 or e-mailed to The Sun at opinions@jacksonsun.com. Please
include name, address and daytime phone number.

If you’ve seen the excellent movie “Spotlight,” you
know what it takes for a newspaper to expose the sex-
ual abuse of children by priests in the Catholic Church.

“Spotlight,” which won the Academy Award for
best picture of 2015, is the true story of how the Boston
Globe’s investigative Spotlight team uncovered the
massive scandal of child molestation and cover-up
within the Boston Archdiocese.

Challenging one of the most powerful institutions in
Boston, digging up the ugly truth and detailing it on
Page 1 took a strong mix of principle and guts by the
Globe’s editor, Marty Baron.

Many journalists and editors around the country
before him had heard similar charges about priests
repeatedly molesting children in their cities and
towns, but they had done nothing.

The Globe’s in-depth investigation, which began in
2001, made headlines around the world, shamed the
Boston Archdiocese and shook the entire Catholic
Church to its core.

It set off a series of exposes in other cities that
proved that the problem the Catholic Church — my
church — was having with serial pedophiles was noth-
ing new or restricted to Boston.

Soon after, the L.A. Times, my hometown paper,
showed that for decades the hierarchy of the Los An-
geles diocese “plotted to keep law enforcement from
learning that children had been molested at the hands
of priests.”

In 2005 and 2011, grand jury probes found rampant
child abuse in the Philadelphia Archdiocese, which
included moving known pedophiles around from one
unsuspecting parish to another.

What went on in L.A. and Philly fit the pattern de-
scribed in the 2012 HBO documentary, “Mea Maxima
Culpa: Silence in the House of God.” 

As I wrote in the 2013, that powerful documentary
proved that from Ireland to Wisconsin “the church’s
bishops and cardinals have a long and disgusting histo-
ry of protecting pedophile priests, ignoring children’s
allegations of sexual abuse, paying the parents of vic-
tims to keep quiet and keeping the sex crimes of
priests secret from law enforcement.”

We can now add the diocese of Altoona, Pa., to the
Church’s list of sins against children.

The headlines in Tuesday’s Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
told a familiar story: “Grand jury: Altoona diocese
concealed sex abuse of hundreds of children by
priests.”

According to a graphic 147-page report by a state
grand jury, at least 50 Catholic priests and other
Church members in the western Pennsylvania town
had molested and raped hundreds of kids between the
1940s and the 1980s.

What the pedophiles did to kids at summer camp, in
their own homes and in Altoona’s cathedral was not
only covered up by their bishops and their immediate
superiors, it also was abetted by judges, sheriffs and
other law enforcement officials in two counties who
knew about the abuse.

The grand jury report said the sleazy church-state
conspiracy to avoid public scandal and protect known
and dangerous pedophiles in Altoona amounted to the
“soul murder” of the victims.

As someone who was molested by a day camp coun-
selor in third grade, I understand what that term
means all too well. 

Pennsylvania should join other states and do what
its grand jury report proposes — completely remove
all statutes of limitations for child abuse.

If the Catholic Church is sincerely sorry for its sins,
and truly interested in preventing future victims of
pedophilia, it will publicly support that idea.

Michael Reagan is the son of President Ronald Rea-
gan, a political consultant, and the author of “The New
Reagan Revolution” (St. Martin’s Press). 

‘Soul murder’
in Altoona

Michael
Reagan
COMMENTARY

Only voters matter 
People vote less every year. This has diluted the

quality of our democracy the way a farmer’s runoff
poisons a stream. But what if there was no stream? It
is alarming that, in these critical times, fewer people
are even bothering to register to vote. It only takes a
few minutes to stop by the local election commission,
or public library and register, yet people are staying
away in droves. 

Since we spend most of our time shopping and
working, it would be nice if people could register
where they shop or work, but big businesses won’t
officially allow it. They understandably don’t want to
be seen as taking sides, and besides, where is the
profit in having a more informed employee? This is
where the local Democratic Party has stepped up by
going to parking lots and neighborhoods in search of
unregistered voters.

High schools and colleges should follow suit. The
election commission goes to local high schools once a
year to register seniors, but maybe if it was offered
more often by the Democratic and Republican par-
ties, the importance of it would sink in. Our contract
with the Constitution requires our involvement. Not
voting is a deal breaker with our Founding Fathers. 

David Clark 
Tullahoma 

Hillary Clinton needs to “stand up” for more
This just in and can be confirmed on YouTube.

John Kerry when informed that one of the released
Gitmo criminals was making videos to recruit jiha-
dist, made the comment, “well, he’s not supposed to.”
So insight into the Obama administration: North Ko-
rea is “not supposed” to be firing missiles; Iran is “
not supposed” to be funding al-Qaida ; Russia is “not
supposed” to invade Criminea; China is “not sup-
posed” to militarize the China Seas.” Guess what?
They are doing it anyway, because there is no one to
stop them.

Hillary has commented many times she “stands
up” for blacks, gays, lesbians, unlimited abortion,
Latinos and women. She has never done anything for
any of these issues but she “stands up” for them.
Guess who she has never claimed to “stand up” for?
Christians, police, military, unborn babies, working
men and women, just to mention a few.

Samuel Teague
Jackson

Federal government is the
biggest “business” out there

It amazes me, that finally, here is a candidate, with
experience on how to run a business for a profit and
the so-called Republican establishment is against him,
tooth and nail! The voters, who believed the Repub-
licans when they said, “put us in office and we will kill
Obamacare and get us out of debt, did just that and
put them in office. Well, guess what, they rolled over
and helped the Democrats! Surprise, surprise!

Some Democrat candidates and even the back-
biting Republican candidates, say that Donald Trump
is no good, because he has used bankruptcy at times,
in his “empire,” therefore, he is not qualified for the
office. I submit that the current “organizer” in the
White House has had plenty of experience in the mat-
ter of bankruptcy! Look what Barack Hussein Obama
has done in the last seven years, just on bankruptcy
alone! And yet, Republicans and Democrats fault
Donald Trump for bankruptcy? 

The federal government is the biggest “business”
out there. And for quite a few regimes now, the debt
has been getting bigger and bigger. Donald Trump
obviously has the expertise to get this country out of
debt. All those candidates (except Carson) on the
Republican side, claim they know how to do that, if
only you will elect them. Where have they been all
these years that they have been in office, other than
becoming a career politician? 

I would like to see an executive order, when Trump
gets in office, provided he doesn’t visit the same
ranch Judge Scalia did, where he could fire repre-
sentatives and senators who don’t live up to putting
this country back on the constitutional course! Actu-
ally, all you would have to do is enforce the oath that
they took, getting into office! Also, an executive order
establishing a two-term limit for both houses and a
retirement program, based on social security.

Clay Dungey
Jackson

Time for careful consideration and prayer
With Super Tuesday behind us, the race for

the presidency is increasingly looking like a
Clinton/Trump face off. For many, this result
would possibly present a challenge leading to a
“voter no-show” on Election Day. 

This is an unacceptable option. Barring a
brokered GOP convention, or a late developing
third party candidate such as Michael Bloom-
berg, voters, regardless of traditional party
loyalties, should take unusual care to listen to
what transpires from this point forward. 

Donald Trump will have to move from blus-
ter and insult to some solid action planning on a
whole range of issues, and give voters some
idea of what a Trump administration would look
like in terms of key appointments and advisers.
He also needs to “peel back the onion” with
regard to his finances and key business dealings
over the years, including his excessive use of
bankruptcy laws as a management tool. 

Hillary Clinton has a virtual lifetime of pub-
lic service experience, but also a bunch of con-
troversial baggage attached to it, and by logical
association, issues attributable to her husband’s
time in office. She will also have to deal in some
way with potential legal actions remaining from
her stint as Secretary of State. 

Weighing an “off the grid” business tycoon
against a hardened long-term political figure is
a tough call, but somewhere in the mountain of
political rhetoric and endless sound bytes, there
will hopefully be some indication of what the
next four, and possibly eight years may bring us
– this is a time for careful consideration – “and
prayer.”

Roger J. Schomburg
Savannah

Americans tired of national government
I suppose the national GOP does not endorse

Trump. The only reason that comes to mind is
that he does not need its support. He is self-
funding, thus making him outside their influ-
ence. Americans are so tired of the national
government. 

The GOP was elected and took the power
position in Congress yet the GOP did nothing to
rein in Obama. It could have put an end to all his
positions on foreign policy like the nuclear deal
with Iran. It could have put an end or at least
curbed Obamacare, yet it did nothing.

America is tired of the Democrats and Re-
publicans screwing up our country. It’s time an
outsider be given a chance. Trump may rub
folks the wrong way but he will rub Congress in
the right way.

Buster Judy
Jackson

Dignity and fair play are
gone out of the window

I don’t pretend to be an expert on politics, but
in the years I have observed the election prima-
ries (on both sides), I have never seen anything
like this one. Dignity and fair play have just
gone out of the window. 

It comes through loud and clear that the
country and the people are not what it’s all
about. It’s win or die no matter what. And the
language used sounds like gutter talk. Promises
are made that the speaker knows can’t be kept.
And the voters act like a kid at their mother’s
knee being told a fairy tale and are actually
naive enough to believe it. 

I’d say two men could be trusted and they
both seem hounded out by the pack who aren’t
even trying to follow the rules of common de-
cency. When that happy dream doesn’t come
through after the election is over, we hear
screeching and griping that that man wasn’t fit
to walk into the White House. And who put him
there? The ones who are currently blowing off
steam.

At least one of those who are trying to reason
things out is too good to have stepped into that
“dog eat dog” in the first place. Sen. Rubio, you
won’t be forgotten. God bless.

Alma McLemore
Cedar Grove

Letters to the editor

On Tuesday, representatives with the Madison
Haywood Developmental Services visited with The
Jackson Sun’s editorial board to discuss current is-
sues facing the Tennessee Community Organization. 

The Tennessee Community Organization’s primary
purpose is to bring attention to the state Department
of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities budget
and urge lawmakers to include a rate increase to help
area agencies build a more attractive wage rate into
their budget. One of the group’s top priorities is pay-
ing day services trainers and residential caregivers a
more competitive wage.

Currently, Madison Haywood Developmental Ser-
vices has a 40 percent turnover rate annually, accord-
ing to Bill Brewer, executive director of the agency.
He said his organization is faced with employing peo-
ple who have the natural ability to do the job but can’t
pay a competitive wage to keep them for the long
term. 

The agency briefly explained some of the duties of

a day services trainer and a residential caregiver. A
day services trainer coaches a group of seven to eight
adults ranging in age from 30 to 59 who all have an
intellectual disabilities. Many of them also have be-
havioral and physical impairments. The day services
trainer will also help the adults stay on task, improve
their vocational skills and will accompany them on
outings in the community for social skills develop-
ment. The position also requires the trainer to take
care of all of the adults’ personal needs. 

Employees such as the day services trainer and the
residential caregiver start out making $8.50 an hour.
Minimum wage in Tennessee is $7.25 an hour. Madison
Haywood Developmental Services hopes state legisla-
tors will be able to support the 65 Tennessee Commu-
nity Organization agencies across the state to increase
state funding that would add $1 an hour to the starting
out rate. 

The $1 an hour increase would mean an additional
$20 million dollars to the budget. The increase would

also trigger a 2:1 federal match, making a 200 percent
return on the investment, at $60 million dollars for the
budget. 

We believe this proposal is worthy of serious con-
sideration by the state.

Workers such as those employed by Madison Hay-
wood Developmental Services deserve a higher wage
for the challenging work that they do with residents
of our community who - through no fault of their own -
have an extremely high level of need. It is difficult,
yet rewarding, work that requires an incredible
amount of patience and love to be done correctly.

It is also a job that requires an increasing amount
of training, which represents a problem when there is
high turnover.

We believe more competitive salaries would allow
organizations such as Madison Haywood Develop-
mental Services to better retain good employees,
operate more efficiently and, ultimately, provide bet-
ter care to the people they serve.

OUR VIEW

Increase payment for caregivers


